
Prayer Concerns  as of October 19 
At home  June Dean, Tommy Hörger, Judy Couser, Andy Finneran, Mary 
Burris, Betty Aiton, Cathy Neal, Walker Martin, Hack Brown, Charlene 
Bentley-Boyd, Nancy Finneran, Erskine Thomason, Kathy Burriss, Linda 
Murphy 
Presbyterian Home (801 Musgrove St, Clinton, 29325) 
Marie McCracken 
Martha Franks Center  (1 Martha Franks Dr, Laurens)    
Nancy Cook Smith, Lenice Thompson 
Langston Place (939 Springdale Dr, Clinton, SC 29325) Jane Jones 
 

Extended Prayer list  Susan Roberts, sister-in-law of Connie Parker- un-
dergoing tests and treatment plan for possibly more cancer 

The  Vine 
“O God of Hosts, look down from Heaven, and visit this vine which, we trust, Thy right hand hath planted. Watch over, 

protect, and defend it. Nourish it with the dews of divine grace, and cause it to grow and spread and flourish...”            
Also refer to John 15:5 —  “I am the vine,  ye are the branches … ” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

The Sanctuary Flowers are given  

to the glory of God  

by Erle and Betty Aiton. 

 

Worship attendance last Sunday: 77 

 

                Contact information: 
 

Rev. Dr. Mike McCracken—870-318-5715 

Dr. Ken Lister--344-2110  

Will DeLaney—    
             will@firstpreslaurens.org 

John Swofford--871-4181 

Christie Crowder--684-7325 

Jean Cann---915-7820 

Kay Monroe--871-3884 
 

            Church office – 984-6561 
                (Tues./Wed.  9-4:00) 
 

Dear Saints of First Presbyterian Church: 
 
 

Now that we have been back in the sanctuary for worship 5 weeks, I 
wanted to take a moment to offer a big THANK YOU to everyone who 
has worked so hard make our Sunday worship possible.  Our staff, ush-
ers and volunteers have put forth an amazing effort to add elements to 
the music of our service, broadcast it to our members still not able to 
be with us, take temperatures at the door and make sure everyone has 
what they need each week.  Most of all, I am grateful to all our mem-
bers and guests who have dealt with the differences with grace by 
faithfully wearing masks and helping our ushers out by complying with 
our seating arrangements. 
 
Like you, I long for the days that we are able to sing our faith again, 
hear our wonderful choir, sit together and share hugs and handshakes. 
But we aren’t there yet, and now is the time to redouble our efforts to 
keep ourselves and our neighbors safe, and in doing so we fulfill the 
will of Christ.  I firmly believe this is only a season, not a permanent 
condition and I am grateful to travel this journey with you.  
 
Because we are truly in this together, know that you are loved. 
 
Dr. Mike 
 

 

 
Usher Team 

Oct. 25- Colossians 

Jordan Peeler** 

Shawn Brown 

Lesley Mitchell 

Nathan Senn 

Neal Todd 

Scott Todd 

 
Usher team  

Nov. 1- Matthew 
Lewis Matthews ** 
Joshua Brown 
Marvin Cartee 
Wayne Neal 
William Smith 
Walter Todd 

Sunday, Oct. 25 

11 AM        Kirkin of the Tartan Worship Service  

                    (Sanctuary and Facebook Live) 

                    Sermon: “Upward and Onward” 

6 PM  Pumpkin carving/painting for children and youth 

6 PM  Front Porch Churn homemade ice cream for everyone! 

           Drive through starting at 6.  
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

            

              November    

 

 1   ARNOLD, Tom & Charlotte  
                  

 8  BAILEY, Tony  
    
15  BALDWIN, Bill & Kathy  
                  
22  BALDWIN, Jason & Jamie  
                       
29  BASCHE, Peg  

                         Ken’s Komments 
 

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” is the hymn most 
appropriate for Reformation Sunday. Martin Lu-
ther was ordained a priest in 1507, and the follow-
ing year began teaching at the University of Wit-
tenberg. It was there, on October 31, 1517, that he 
posted his now famous theses, or articles, against 
papal abuses and corruption. Under Luther’s lead-
ership congregational singing became a vital part 
of the church service. Luther wrote many hymns, 
composed tunes, and adapted tunes from secular 
sources. Martin Luther’s greatest hymn, written in 
1529, is known as the “Battle Hymn of the Refor-
mation,” and “The Hymn of the Reformation.” It 
has been called “the greatest hymn of the greatest 
man of the greatest period of German history.” 
The hymn is based on Psalm 46. *  
 

The fourth line of “A Mighty Fortress” contains 
“Lord Sabaoth his name!” It is archaic language, 
or “The King’s English.” It does not translate as 
“Lord of the Sabbath,” although the words are 
similar, and God is “Lord of the Sabbath.” It is a 
Hebrew term that transliterated into English as 
“Sabaoth.” In modern translations it is translated 
as “Lord of Hosts” or “Lord Almighty.” It refers 
to God as one who has at God’s service the hosts, 
or armies, of heaven, and, who will bring God’s 
people to eternal victory.**    
 

Jean Cann is being creative in her playing of our 
hymns for Sunday worship. Her use of variations 
on the hymn tunes and the use of the bell players 
have enhanced our services. Thank you, Jean and 
bell players. 
 

*Songs of Glory, William J. Reynolds, © 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1990. 
 

**Jon W. Quinn, The Final Page, Expository 

Files 23.11; November 2016. 

Elders -Class of 2023 

Marilyn Buchanan 

Jon Coleman 

Mike Ellison 

Mitchell Gilstrap 

Lesley Mitchell 



Together, our support and presence make authentic worship of God in this place possible, and through the life and 
work of the church in worship, fellowship and service we are participating in the expectant and hopeful work that an-
ticipates the Kingdom of God. Our pledges and participation constitute our grateful response to the blessings and 
providence of God in this special church and in our own lives. 
 

Over the coming weeks, please prayerfully consider how you are being called to respond to God in this place at this 
time. This consideration is both financial and personal in the sense that God calls us to so much more than simply 
giving money. God calls us to give all of ourselves just as Christ gave Himself to us. 
 

Thanks to the providence of God our church family has made it this far; let us now see how God is leading us to live 
our faith into the future. 
 

Upward and Onward! To God Be the Glory! 

              Julian Pafford and Donna Williams 
                        Stewardship Co-Chairs 

Important dates to remember 

Oct. 25– Pledge cards handed out during church 

Oct. 26– Remainder of cards mailed 

Nov. 8– Pledge cards collected during  

worship service 

1  Cyn Coakley, Ernie Segars 

5 Bob Britt,  Linda Wilkie 

6    Brian Prevost       

8    Kathleen Horner 

9  Maddie Benson, Will Childers 

10  Chip Fortune 

13   Amanda Childers, Ron Richard           

14   Judy Couser, Mike Fortune 

15   Robbie Hill, Alissa Pinson 

17   Colton Sheehy-Perry 

18   John Stephens 

20   Edith Brown 

22   T.D. Todd, Jr. 

23   Jacob Redeker 

26   Hayes McCracken         

28   Marion Robinson  

29   Gary Crow, Jr., Eli Garrett 

       Mary Davis Thomas 

       Jim Westmoreland 

       Amy Wynn 

  

Reminders for our worship during COVID: 
 

• Enter the building through the office or rear doors 
to the Education Building or side doors to Hunter 
Hall. Portico entrance is available for those re-
quiring that entrance. 

• Face coverings/masks and social distancing will 
be utilized during the entirety of the time togeth-
er.  Hand sanitizer is available. 

• Temperatures will be checked. No admittance if 
temperature is over 100 degrees F.  

• Please observe a minimum of 3 seats between 
different households on the same row.  

• Back section of sanctuary is reserved for families 
with infants/small children. Child care is not pro-
vided. Hunter Hall is also available for families 
and children. 



October Session Meeting Highlights 
 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Laurens, South Carolina, met for its stated monthly meeting on Oc-
tober 11, 2020, at 12:15 pm in Hunter Hall. A quorum was present for the meeting. 
 

Minister in Attendance: Reverend Dr. Mike McCracken 
 

The Moderator, Reverend Dr. Mike McCracken, called the meeting to order, and Elder Jerman Disasa opened 
the meeting with a devotion and prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Admin/Personnel/Finance: 

Elder Bill Childers reviewed the September financial statement which showed total income of $32,632.70, 
and total expenses of $34,215.02. The income/expense total for the month was a negative $1,582.32, and the 
income/expense total year-to-date is a positive $8,632.01. 
      The search for a DCE and a church organist are still on-going. 
      Donna Williams has agreed to serve as co-chair for the 2020 Stewardship Campaign along with Elder Jul-
ian Pafford. The campaign will run from 10/4/2020 – 11/08/2020. 
Christian Education: 
     Elder Robyn Prince reported that the 5K – grade 3 elementary group children will begin in-person meetings 
at the church from 4:30 – 5:30 pm. All 3 children groups will now meet in-person at the church on Sundays. 
All groups will have dinner from 5:30 – 6:00 pm. 
     All children are being encouraged to bring their Bibles each week, and their parents are being asked to help 
with this. 
    Thanks to Patsy Adams for spearheading meals for the children and youth and to Kay Monroe for setting up 
and cleaning up after the meetings, and for her help in moving furniture in the youth rooms for the elementary 
groups to meet. 
Property: 
      Elder Ron Richard informed the Session of a water problem in Hunter Hall. From the three quotes received 
from vendors to correct the problem, the committee recommended accepting the quote from ECOWATER for 
$10,100. After much discussion, the Session approved the recommendation.  
Church Life: 
      Elder Teresa Horton stated the committee is looking into having another drive-through ice cream social. 
      The committee is looking at making some changes to the outside courtyard area between  
            the education building and Hunter Hall to make it visually more attractive and useable. 
Mission: 
Elder Mary Fortune informed the Session that the church teamed with Lanford Baptist Church to provide meals 
for the family being housed at Centerpoint Wesleyan Church during the week of September 13th. This is in re-
sponse to our church’s participation in the Family Promise program. 
The committee sponsored an ice cream social for the staff at Laurens County Memorial Hospital. 
The committee provided ice cream to help the Imani Children Choir celebrate their 200th day at  
      Camp Fellowship. 
The committee is looking at having a highway clean-up day sometime in November. 
The remaining coffee on the table in Hunter Hall is now selling for $5.00 per bag. 
Worship: 
Elder William Smith reported that all components of the new video recording system in the Sanctuary  
       are now functioning properly. 
The committee thanks again Elder Robyn Prince and Robbie Hill for their time and dedication to record our 
worship services, and to all who have participated in the worship services during the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 
NEW BUSINESS: The following baptisms were approved by the Session by common consent: 
       

      Jacob Adams Marshall, son of Andy and Mary Pat Marshall and grandson of Patsy Adams. The    
      baptism will be in the Sanctuary on November 15, 2020.  
       

      James Conway Todd V, son of Jim and Ashley Todd and grandson of Jim and Susan Todd. The  
      baptism will be held in the Sanctuary on November 22, 2020. 
  
The APF Committee recommended to the Session that a Congregation Meeting be called on October  
      25, 2020, to hear and act on the nominations from the Elder Nominating Committee for the Elder  
      Class of 2023. The motion from the committee passed.               
    


