
Prayer Concerns  as of December  1 
At home  June Dean, Tommy Hörger, Judy Couser, Andy Finneran, 
Mary Burris, Betty Aiton, Cathy Neal, Walker Martin, Hack 
Brown, Nancy Finneran, Kathy Burriss, Linda Murphy 
Presby. Home (801 Musgrove St, Clinton, 29325)    Marie McCracken 
Martha Franks Center  (1 Martha Franks Dr, Laurens)   Nancy Cook 
Smith, Lenice Thompson   Langston Place (939 Springdale Dr, Clin-

ton 29325) William & Jane Jones 
 

Extended Prayer list   
Mark Dolny, stepson of Linda Dolny (11/20) 
Joey Orias, son-in-law of Frank & Sandra McNair (11/20) 
Susan Roberts, sister-in-law of Connie Parker (10/20); 
Drenda Taylor, friend of Alissa Pinson  (11/20) 

The  Vine 
“O God of Hosts, look down from Heaven, and visit this vine which, we trust, Thy right hand hath planted. Watch over, 

protect, and defend it. Nourish it with the dews of divine grace, and cause it to grow and spread and flourish...”            
Also refer to John 15:5 —  “I am the vine,  ye are the branches … ” 

 

Worship attendance last Sunday: 72 

Dear Saints of First Presbyterian Church: 
 

For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 

    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. – Isaiah 9:6 
 

As we continue our journey through Advent this Sun-

day, we will be lighting the candle of peace.  I have 

preached sermons in the past where we have explored 

the concept of peace as it relates to the Hebrew word, 

shalom, as being more than simply an absence of con-

flict – a wholeness and completeness that goes beyond 

what we understand as simply not being at war or even 

in an argument with someone. 
 

This week we will explore what this concept means on 

a personal level – to be at peace with one’s self and 

have some measure of peace of mind. The days and 

weeks preceding Christmas are always hectic for us, 

but this year it may feel like the normal busy-ness of 

the season carries with it added layers of stress and 

anxiety.  What then, does it mean for us to know 

peace of mind – shalom  - in our own hearts during 

days that seem to stress us beyond our limits?  We’ll 

talk about it Sunday. 
 

Because Christ comes to bring us peace, know that 

you are loved. 
 

Dr. Mike 

    

Dec. 6– Acts 

Byron Parker**  Erskine Thomason 

Gail Parker         Tommy Thompson 

Ralph Patterson   Paul Wilkie, Jr. 
 

Dec. 13-Romans 

Bill Childers**       Gary Crow 

Patsy Adams           Ron Richard 

       Sunday, Dec. 6     

11 AM  Worship Service  “Peace of Mind” 
 

4:30-6 PM  Children’s Sunday School & dinner  

                   (K5-grade 5) 

5:30-7:15 PM Youth Christmas Bash (grades 6-12) 

5:30 PM-Circle 2, Senior Garcias 

Tuesday, Dec. 8 

Circle 1-Noon, Hunter Hall 

Circle 3– 6 PM, HH 

The sanctuary flowers are given  

to the glory of God by Ray and Betty Jo Bell. 

The sanctuary will be decorated with 
poinsettias for Christmas. To make a 
contribution in honor or in memory, 
use the form below. For checks, make 
the donation to FPC with “Poinsettias” 
in the memo line. Deadline for publi-
cation is Dec. 7. 
 
Given by ___________________________________ 
 
In Memory/Honor of __________________________ 
 
Given by___________________________________ 

 
In Memory/Honor of_______________________ 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

PW is collecting the following items for the Clinton  
Presbyterian Community Christmas gift bags: 

 

Stamps, post-it notes, large print wordsearch puzzles/

paperback books, 2021 calendars, pens, small umbrellas, 

flashlights with batteries, Kleenex, mouthwash, toothbrush, 

toothpaste, shower caps, shaving cream, soap, lotion, deodor-

ant, nail clippers/files, hairbrushes, combs, socks, notecards, 

birthday cards, and ankle/knee high hose.  

 
 

Place items in the tub in the hall-
way.  Please note:  Items or mone-
tary donations are needed by Dec. 
6. (Monetary gifts may be left 
with Kay Monroe, the offering 
plate, or the office.) Do not wrap 
items.  

THANKS AGAIN!  Our efforts to worship safely depend on the coopera-

tion of all who attend each week, and we are very grateful to everyone for 

adhering to our guidelines.  We have had an excellent response from every-

one, and our ushers and staff are very grateful!  To date, we do not know of 

anyone who has contracted the virus that has been coming to worship regu-

larly, although our continued vigilance remains absolutely essential.  Please 

note that our minimum spacing to be maintained between households on 

the rows is two seats instead of three, as had been earlier published.   

 

Circle 2 will host their annual Christmas 

Gathering and Ornament Exchange  Sun-

day, 12/6/20 at 5:30 pm at Senor Gar-

cia’s in Laurens. Bring a wrapped Christ-

mas ornament to share with the group 

(for our college VIP) and any Christmas 

gifts you signed up to donate. RSVP to 

Jennifer McCracken or Margaret Davis.  

 

We have elegant 

gold colored 

ornaments of 

the church 

building  

available to  

purchase. They 

are $20.   

Proceeds go to  

missions.  

 

We received a 
small order of 
the 100% Arabi-
ca coffee from 
Cafe’ Justo. The 

cost is $10 / pound bag.  
Proceeds go to missions.  



     Women of the 
Church 

 
Ladies, keep your 
cooking aprons on for 
our first bake sale, Sat-
urday,  December 12. 
We are looking for on-
ly sweet/dessert items this time. This will be our first 
fundraiser for the year, and will be held at our church. 
We need your help. Spread the word in the community 
about this event. Sweets make great gifts during the 
Christmas season.  
 

Susan Todd, Moderator 

Dear Church Family, 
 

We were so honored to be able to celebrate Jacob's bap-
tism with my very first (and always) church family on 
November 15th. Thank you to the session for granting 
us this special day.  Thank you to the handbell choir for 
the very special "Jesus Loves Me" on the chimes. Thank 
you for the candle and the absolutely gorgeous cross 
stitch (Mrs. Parker!!) you gave us to remember this sac-
rament for Jacob on such a beautiful day with all of you. 
Lastly, thank you to Mike and all the staff behind the 
scenes that fine tune all the details that make the gears 
work at First Pres!   
 

I will always treasure that Jacob has this piece of my 
home in his first chapter of life. Much love and bless-
ings to all of you as we enter into Advent! 
 

Mary Pat (Adams) Marshall and family 

  

The love and  sympathy of our church family is 

extended to Tony Bailey and family in the pass-

ing of his aunt. 
 

The love and  sympathy of our church family is 

extended to Diane Milam and family in the pass-

ing of her mom. Please continue to remember 

both of these families in prayer.  

       Operation Christmas Child col-
lection ended Nov. 23. Our total col-
lection for this drop-off site was 608 
shoe boxes. Our congregation con-
tributed a total of 184 shoe box gifts. 
We had 15 volunteer church mem-
bers who graciously donated their 

time and muscle to help with this outreach ministry. 
Thanks to those who made donations to help cover 
the shoebox shipping costs and to Kay Monroe who 
was always there to lend a hand! 
 

Many Thanks!  Byron and Gail Parker 

FPC Christmas Bash 

 for 6th Grade to 12th Grade Students  

this Sunday, 5:30 – 7:15 pm!  
 

Join Us for a Gingerbread House Competition 

 for our Shut-Ins!   
 

Wear an Ugly Christmas Sweater/ Christmas Colors  

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!  

As a reminder to all 

Circle 1 members, we are making 

a monetary donation to the Me-

morial Home for purchase of 

outdoor furniture.  
 

Please make checks  

payable to PW.  Anyone in the 

church is welcomed to partici-

pate. Donations may be taken by 

the church office. Thank you! 

Kens Komments: This Sunday, the second Sunday in Advent, we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper together. The 
Crawford family will provide worship music during the service, as well as the Prelude. 
   “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” was written in 1849, by Edward H. Sears, a Unitarian minister. Already, the 
storm clouds of war were threatening that later burst into the Civil War. It was the first of the distinctly American car-
ol-like hymns from American poets, hymns that stressed the social message of Christmas- “Peace on earth, good will 
toward all (men).”  
   “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom” is a contemporary hymn, written in 2010 by Kathleen Moore. It paraphrases Isai-

ah 11:6-9, and identifies its “Little Child” as the babe born in Bethlehem. The tune, MERLE’S TUNE, is named for 

the sister of the composer, Hal Hopson. She was his first piano teacher. 


