
Prayer Concerns  as of October 13 
At home  June Dean, Tommy Hörger, Judy Couser, Andy Finneran, Mary 
Burris, Betty Aiton, Cathy Neal, Walker Martin, Hack Brown, Charlene 
Bentley-Boyd, Nancy Finneran, Erskine Thomason, Kathy Burriss, Linda 
Murphy 
Presbyterian Home (801 Musgrove St, Clinton, 29325) 
Marie McCracken 
Martha Franks Center  (1 Martha Franks Dr, Laurens)    
Nancy Cook Smith, Lenice Thompson 
Langston Place (939 Springdale Dr, Clinton, SC 29325) Jane Jones 
 

Extended Prayer list  Father of Jamie Baldwin & Candi Wilson 
 

Susan Roberts, sister-in-law of Connie Parker- undergoing tests and treat-
ment plan for possibly more cancer  
 

The  Vine 
“O God of Hosts, look down from Heaven, and visit this vine which, we trust, Thy right hand hath planted. Watch over, 

protect, and defend it. Nourish it with the dews of divine grace, and cause it to grow and spread and flourish...”            
Also refer to John 15:5 —  “I am the vine,  ye are the branches … ” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

The Sanctuary Flowers are given  

to the glory of God and in thankfulness 

and honor of my church family  

by Patsy Adams. 

 

Worship attendance  10/11/20    70 

 

                Contact information: 
 

Rev. Dr. Mike McCracken—870-318-5715 

Dr. Ken Lister--344-2110  

Will DeLaney—    
             will@firstpreslaurens.org 

John Swofford--871-4181 

Christie Crowder--684-7325 

Jean Cann---915-7820 

Kay Monroe--871-3884 
 

            Church office – 984-6561 
                (Tues./Wed.  9-4:00) 
 

Dear Saints of First Presbyterian Church: 
 

“Show me the coin used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 
Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and whose title?" 
They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give there-
fore to the emperor the things that are the emperor's, and to God the 
things that are God's."- Matthew 22:19-21 
 

Render unto Caesar… 
 

Jesus’ answer to the Pharisees attempting to entrap Him is nothing 
short of amazing rhetoric in the moment it happened and it still holds 
deep meaning for us today. It is not simply encouragement to pay your 
taxes.  
 

Jesus’ response forces us to take a deep, meaningful look at what we 
regard as belonging to Caesar- or the world- and what we regard as be-
longing to God.  
 

If we really ponder this question, we cannot come to any other conclu-
sion other than it ALL belongs to God. If that’s true, what must we do 
about it? 
 

We’ll talk about it Sunday.  
 

Because in all facets of life we truly belong to God, know that you are 
loved.  
 

Dr. Mike  

 

Usher Team 

Oct. 18-Philippians 

Chris Benson** 

Julie Edwards 

Lloyd Hammond 

Chris Liner 

Amanda Munyan 

Tom Robertson 

 
Usher Team 

Oct. 25- Colossians 

Jordan Peeler** 

Shawn Brown 

Lesley Mitchell 

Nathan Senn 

Neal Todd 

Scott Todd 

Sunday, Oct. 18 

11 AM        Worship Service (Sanctuary and Facebook Live) 

                             Sermon: The Other Side of the Coin 

4:30-6 PM  Children’s Sunday School and dinner (K5-3rd graders)          

4:30-6 PM  Upper Elementary gathering and dinner (4-5th graders) 

5:30-7 PM  Youth Gathering (6-12th gr), dinner, Bible study, fellowship 
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             October 

25 AITON, Erle & Betty  

 

 

              November    

 1   ARNOLD, Tom & Charlotte  
                  

 8  BAILEY, Tony  
    
15  BALDWIN, Bill & Kathy  
                  
22  BALDWIN, Jason & Jamie  
                       
29  BASCHE, Peg  

                                  Ken’s Komments 
Our hymns for Sunday worship: 
 

     God of Grace and God of Glory is a popular worship hymn. 
It was written in 1930 by Harry Emerson Fosdick as a proces-
sional hymn for the opening service of Riverside Baptist 
Church, where he was pastor. It was also sung at the church’s 
dedication service. 
     The tune CWM RHONDDA (Coom Rhonttha) is a hymn 
tune from the south of Wales. The name comes from the Rhon-
dda Valley, a coal mining district in south Wales. The people of 
Wales are great singers. Many of the men, as they come out of 
the mines, sing. 
     I Danced in the Morning is sung to the Shaker tune LORD 
OF THE DANCE, which is a variation of the Shaker tune SIM-
PLE GIFTS. Shakers believed that dancing was a spontaneous 
response to the spirit. This hymn is a 20th century ballad relating 
the life of Christ. 
     Jean Cann is being creative in her playing of our hymns for 

Sunday worship. Her use of variations on the hymn tunes and 

the use of the bell players have enhanced our services. Thank 

you, Jean and bell players. 

Companion to the United Methodist Hymnal, Carlton Young, 

Editor, Copyright © 1993, Abingdon Press; Handbook to the 

Baptist Hymnal, Copyright © 1992, Convention Press. 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church has called a 

Congregational Meeting immediately  following 

worship on October 25, 2020. The purpose of this 

meeting is to hear and act upon a report of the El-

der Nominating Committee including the proposed 

slate of Elders for the Class of 2023.  



Together, our support and presence make authentic worship of God in this place possible, and through the life 
and work of the church in worship, fellowship and service we are participating in the expectant and hopeful 
work that anticipates the Kingdom of God. Our pledges and participation constitute our grateful response to the 
blessings and providence of God in this special church and in our own lives. 
 
Over the coming weeks, please prayerfully consider how you are being called to respond to God in this place at 
this time. This consideration is both financial and personal in the sense that God calls us to so much more than 
simply giving money. God calls us to give all of ourselves just as Christ gave Himself to us. 
 
Thanks to the providence of God our church family has made it this far; let us now see how God is leading us 
to live our faith into the future. 
 
Upward and Onward! To God Be the Glory! 
 
Julian Pafford and Donna Williams 
Stewardship Co-Chairs 

Important dates to remember 
 

Oct. 25– Pledge cards handed out during church 

Oct. 26– Remainder of cards mailed 

Nov. 8– Pledge cards collected during worship service 

                                             Operation Christmas Child  
 

First Presbyterian collection dates: November 16-23 
 
Empty boxes and gift idea sheets are available in the hall near the sanctuary. Instructions are 
easy and found on the label card. Shipping is $9 for all boxes.  
 
 

Packing options this year: 

1. A shoebox from your closet. 
2. A preprinted shoebox.  
3. A preprinted corrugated shoebox with sticky tracking label. (Pay the online shipping fee and you can track 

your box to the receiving child.) 
 
 
 

Help children around the world learn of God’s love with this mission project! 



October Session Meeting Highlights 
 

The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Laurens, South Carolina, met for its stated monthly meeting on Oc-
tober 11, 2020, at 12:15 pm in Hunter Hall. A quorum was present for the meeting. 
 

Minister in Attendance: Reverend Dr. Mike McCracken 
 

The Moderator, Reverend Dr. Mike McCracken, called the meeting to order, and Elder Jerman Disasa opened 
the meeting with a devotion and prayer. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Admin/Personnel/Finance: 

Elder Bill Childers reviewed the September financial statement which showed total income of $32,632.70, 
and total expenses of $34,215.02. The income/expense total for the month was a negative $1,582.32, and the 
income/expense total year-to-date is a positive $8,632.01. 
      The search for a DCE and a church organist are still on-going. 
      Donna Williams has agreed to serve as co-chair for the 2020 Stewardship Campaign along with Elder Jul-
ian Pafford. The campaign will run from 10/4/2020 – 11/08/2020. 
Christian Education: 
     Elder Robyn Prince reported that the 5K – grade 3 elementary group children will begin in-person meetings 
at the church from 4:30 – 5:30 pm. All 3 children groups will now meet in-person at the church on Sundays. 
All groups will have dinner from 5:30 – 6:00 pm. 
     All children are being encouraged to bring their Bibles each week, and their parents are being asked to help 
with this. 
    Thanks to Patsy Adams for spearheading meals for the children and youth and to Kay Monroe for setting up 
and cleaning up after the meetings, and for her help in moving furniture in the youth rooms for the elementary 
groups to meet. 
Property: 
      Elder Ron Richard informed the Session of a water problem in Hunter Hall. From the three quotes received 
from vendors to correct the problem, the committee recommended accepting the quote from ECOWATER for 
$10,100. After much discussion, the Session approved the recommendation.  
Church Life: 
      Elder Teresa Horton stated the committee is looking into having another drive-through ice cream social. 
      The committee is looking at making some changes to the outside courtyard area between  
            the education building and Hunter Hall to make it visually more attractive and useable. 
Mission: 
Elder Mary Fortune informed the Session that the church teamed with Lanford Baptist Church to provide meals 
for the family being housed at Centerpoint Wesleyan Church during the week of September 13th. This is in re-
sponse to our church’s participation in the Family Promise program. 
The committee sponsored an ice cream social for the staff at Laurens County Memorial Hospital. 
The committee provided ice cream to help the Imani Children Choir celebrate their 200th day at  
      Camp Fellowship. 
The committee is looking at having a highway clean-up day sometime in November. 
The remaining coffee on the table in Hunter Hall is now selling for $5.00 per bag. 
Worship: 
Elder William Smith reported that all components of the new video recording system in the Sanctuary  
       are now functioning properly. 
The committee thanks again Elder Robyn Prince and Robbie Hill for their time and dedication to record our 
worship services, and to all who have participated in the worship services during the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 
NEW BUSINESS: The following baptisms were approved by the Session by common consent: 
       

      Jacob Adams Marshall, son of Andy and Mary Pat Marshall and grandson of Patsy Adams. The    
      baptism will be in the Sanctuary on November 15, 2020.  
       

      James Conway Todd V, son of Jim and Ashley Todd and grandson of Jim and Susan Todd. The  
      baptism will be held in the Sanctuary on November 22, 2020. 
  
The APF Committee recommended to the Session that a Congregation Meeting be called on October  
      25, 2020, to hear and act on the nominations from the Elder Nominating Committee for the Elder  


